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A Snapshot of Sanitation and Drinking Water

A regional perspective based on new data from the 
WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply  

and Sanitation
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Sanitation
Since 1990, improved sanitation coverage in the WHO 

European Region has increased by 3 percentage points
62 million people in the WHO European Region do not 
use improved sanitation facilities - 1.7 million of whom 

practise open defecation

Trends in the proportion of population using improved, shared or 
unimproved sanitation facilities or practising open defecation, 1990-2015

► Urban coverage of improved sanitation exceeds 90% in 46 countries, rural coverage exceeds 90% in 38 countries

Since 1990 in the WHO 
European Region the number 
of people using an unimproved 
sanitation facility has 
decreased by 23% (from 81 to 
62 million)

Regional and national averages masks inequalities
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Drinking Water
Since 1990, improved drinking water coverage has increased 

by 2 percentage points in the WHO European Region
    

14 million people in the WHO European Region lack an 
improved drinking water source, 73% of whom live in rural areas

Trends in the proportion of population using piped drinking water on 
premises, other improved drinking water sources, unimproved sources 
and surface water, 1990-2015

Countries in the region with the highest number of people who did 
not use an improved drinking water source in 2015
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Population (millions)

The richest households are much more likely to have handwashing facilities with soap and water in 
the WHO European Region

Proportion of households where a 
place for handwashing was observed 
and where soap (or other locally used 
cleansing agent) and water were 
available (2010-2012).
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Sanitation Coverage DataSanitation Estimates

“-” =no data. “NA” = data not applicable
“*” = due to lack of 1990 baseline, 1995 was used to assess MDG target achievement.
(1) For communication purposes in its report, the JMP displays these proportions 
as rounded integers, which together add to 100% for drinking water and sanitation, 
respectively. For its database on the JMP website (www.wssinfo.org), the JMP uses 
unrounded estimates to achieve greater accuracy when converting coverage estimates 
into numbers of people with or without access. Any discrepancies between the published 
estimates and those derived from the JMP web site are due to the published estimates 
appearing rounded to the nearest integer. 

(2) Simple linear regression is used to estimate the proportion of the population using the 
following sanitation facilities: improved type of sanitation facilities and open defecation. 
The remaining population is classified as using unimproved sanitation facilities. 
(3) The global MDG target applied to countries, territories and areas. Method of 
assessment: “Met target” if 2015 coverage equal to or larger than target or within 
1 percentage point of target; “Good progress” if change in coverage between 1990 
and 2015 exceeds 2/3 of target; “Moderate progress” if 1/3 to 2/3 and “Limited or no 
progress” if less than 1/3.
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1990 94 4 2 0 69 7 23 1 78 6 15 1
2015 95 4 1 0 90 10 0 0 93 7 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 95 3 2 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 96 3 1 0 78 3 19 0 89 3 8 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 92 8 0 0 87 2 11 0 89 6 5 0
1990 94 6 0 0 97 2 1 0 95 4 1 0
2015 94 6 0 0 95 2 3 0 94 5 1 0
1990 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 98 1 1 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 99 1 0 0 92 1 7 0 95 1 4 0
1990 87 13 0 0 83 16 1 0 85 14 1 0
2015 87 13 0 0 84 16 0 0 86 14 0 0
1990 98 1 1 0 96 2 1 1 97 2 1 0
2015 98 1 1 0 96 2 1 1 97 2 1 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 97 2 1 0 96 3 1 0 97 2 1 0
2015 98 2 0 0 97 3 0 0 97 3 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 88 12 0 0 97 3 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 88 12 0 0 98 2 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 97 3 0 0 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0
2015 95 3 2 0 76 1 21 2 86 2 11 1
1990 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 96 1 3 0 83 2 7 8 92 1 5 2
2015 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0
2015 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 88 8 4 - 92 5 3 - 89 7 4 -
2015 89 8 3 - 93 5 2 - 90 7 3 -
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 99 0 1 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 99 0 1 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 96 3 1 0 97 1 1 1 96 2 1 1
2015 97 3 0 0 98 1 1 0 98 2 0 0
1990 93 7 0 0 90 3 6 1 91 4 5 0
2015 89 7 4 0 96 3 1 0 93 4 3 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 91 8 1 0 82 2 16 0 88 6 6 0
1990 91 2 7 - 66 2 32 - 83 2 15 -
2015 97 2 1 - 83 2 15 - 92 2 6 -
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NA

Andorra Met target 42

Armenia Limited or no progress* NA

Albania Met target

Belarus Limited or no progress NA

Belgium Met target 11

Azerbaijan Met target* -

Croatia Limited or no progress NA

Cyprus Met target 34

Bosnia and Herzegovina Limited or no progress* NA

Bulgaria Limited or no progress NA

Estonia Limited or no progress NA

Finland Met target 9

Czech Republic Met target 4

Denmark Met target 9

Germany Met target 3

Greece Met target 15

France Met target 12

Georgia Limited or no progress NA

Ireland Limited or no progress 24

Israel Met target 43

Hungary Met target NA

Iceland Met target 24

Kyrgyzstan Moderate progress 23

Latvia NA NA

Italy Met target 7

Kazakhstan Met target 5

Lithuania Met target NA
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Drinking Water Estimates

(4) Simple linear regression is used to estimate the proportion of the population using 
the following drinking water sources: piped water on premises; improved drinking water 
sources and surface water. The remaining populationis classified as using unimproved 
drinking water sources.
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1990 100 98 2 0 0 - - - - - - - - - -
2015 95 86 9 5 0 95 76 19 5 0 95 82 13 5 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 98 94 4 2 0 - 52 - - - - 81 - - -
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 99 1 0 0 100 99 1 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 85 65 20 14 1 50 11 39 29 21 69 40 29 20 11
2015 95 89 6 5 0 78 38 40 17 5 87 66 21 11 2
1990 100 - - 0 0 99 - - 1 0 99 - - 1 0
2015 100 98 2 0 0 99 71 28 1 0 100 91 9 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 96 4 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 99 96 3 1 0 96 - - 4 0 97 - - 3 0
2015 100 93 7 0 0 100 83 17 0 0 100 87 13 0 0
1990 100 96 4 0 0 100 66 34 0 0 100 86 14 0 0
2015 100 99 1 0 0 99 99 0 0 1 99 99 0 1 0
1990 100 - - 0 0 96 - - 3 1 98 - - 2 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 96 4 0 0 100 - - 0 0 100 - - 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 93 7 0 0 97 52 45 3 0 99 81 18 1 0
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Sanitation Coverage DataSanitation Estimates
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Unimproved

1990 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0
2015 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 NA NA NA NA 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 NA NA NA NA 100 0 0 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 98 2 0 0 92 2 6 0 96 2 2 0
1990 98 2 0 0 100 0 0 0 98 2 0 0
2015 98 2 0 0 100 0 0 0 98 2 0 0
1990 98 2 0 0 98 2 0 0 98 2 0 0
2015 98 2 0 0 98 2 0 0 98 2 0 0
1990 94 1 5 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 98 1 1 0 97 1 2 0 97 1 2 0
1990 97 0 3 0 89 0 11 0 93 0 7 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 86 9 5 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 88 9 3 0 67 6 27 0 76 8 16 0
1990 88 1 11 - 50 1 49 - 70 1 29 -
2015 92 1 7 - 63 1 36 - 79 1 20 -
1990 78 16 5 1 58 11 30 1 73 14 12 1
2015 77 15 7 1 59 11 29 1 72 14 13 1
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 - - - - - - - - - - - -
1990 98 1 1 0 96 1 3 0 97 1 2 0
2015 98 1 1 0 94 1 5 0 96 1 3 0
1990 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 98 2 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
2015 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0 100 0 0 0
1990 92 5 2 1 - - - - - - - -
2015 94 5 1 0 95 2 3 0 95 3 2 0
1990 93 3 4 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 97 3 0 0 83 4 11 2 91 4 4 1
1990 96 1 3 0 64 2 30 4 83 1 14 2
2015 98 1 1 0 86 2 12 0 95 1 4 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 - - - - - - - - - - - -
1990 97 2 1 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 97 2 1 0 93 4 3 - 96 3 1 -
1990 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
2015 99 1 0 0 100 0 0 0 99 1 0 0
1990 95 - 5 0 76 - 24 0 84 - 16 0
2015 100 - 0 0 100 - 0 0 100 - 0 0

1990 94 4 2 0 83 3 13 1 90 4 6 0
2015 95 4 1 0 89 3 8 0 93 4 3 0
1990 79 8 9 6 35 4 24 38 54 5 17 24
2015 82 10 6 2 31 7 17 25 68 9 11 13

Malta Met target 13

Monaco Met target 13

Luxembourg Met target 29

Norway Met target 17

Poland NA -

Montenegro NA -

Netherlands Met target 11

Romania Moderate progress NA

Russian Federation Limited or no progress NA

Portugal Met target 13

Republic of Moldova Moderate progress* NA

Slovakia Met target 3

Slovenia Met target 4

San Marino NA -

Serbia Limited or no progress NA

Switzerland Met target 19

Tajikistan Met target* -

Spain Met target 18

Sweden Met target 12

Turkmenistan NA -

Ukraine Met target* NA

The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia NA -

Turkey Met target 36

WHO European Region Not met 9

World Not met 29

United Kingdom Met target 10

Uzbekistan Met target 42
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Drinking Water Coverage DataDrinking Water Estimates
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1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 98 2 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 98 98 0 2 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 NA NA NA NA NA 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 NA NA NA NA NA 100 100 0 0 0
1990 99 99 0 1 0 - - - - - - - - - -
2015 100 94 6 0 0 99 66 33 1 0 100 84 16 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 99 98 1 1 0 87 77 10 13 0 94 90 4 6 0
2015 99 99 0 1 0 97 97 0 3 0 98 98 0 2 0
1990 98 96 2 2 0 95 83 12 5 0 96 89 7 4 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 97 - - 3 0 - 0 - - - - - - - -
2015 97 86 11 3 0 81 28 53 19 0 88 54 34 12 0
1990 94 88 6 6 - 52 13 39 48 - 74 53 21 26 -
2015 100 - - 0 0 100 - - 0 0 100 - - 0 0
1990 98 87 11 2 0 82 33 49 17 1 93 73 20 7 0
2015 99 94 5 1 0 91 69 22 6 3 97 87 10 2 1
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1990 100 98 2 0 0 100 88 12 0 0 100 94 6 0 0
2015 100 96 4 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 98 2 0 0
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2015 100 99 1 0 0 99 99 0 1 0 100 99 1 0 0
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2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 93 83 10 2 5 67 31 36 6 27 74 45 29 5 21
1990 100 - - 0 0 99 - - 1 0 99 - - 1 0
2015 100 99 1 0 0 99 83 16 1 0 99 92 7 1 0
1990 94 91 3 6 0 75 55 20 24 1 86 76 10 14 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
1990 100 - - 0 0 - - - - - - - - - -
2015 96 86 10 4 0 98 28 70 2 0 96 69 27 4 0
1990 100 100 0 0 0 100 98 2 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
2015 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0
1990 97 86 11 1 2 85 37 48 8 7 90 57 33 5 5
2015 98 - - 1 1 - - - - - - - - - -

1990 99 95 4 1 0 89 66 23 10 1 96 86 10 4 0
2015 99 98 1 1 0 96 82 14 3 1 98 93 5 2 0
1990 95 79 16 4 1 62 13 44 27 11 76 44 32 17 7
2015 96 79 17 4 0 84 33 51 12 4 91 58 33 7 2

WHO European Region Met target 10

World Met target 35

Uzbekistan -NA

Ukraine Limited or no 
progress* NA

United Kingdom Met target 10

Turkey Met target 39

Turkmenistan NA -

Tajikistan Good
progress -

The former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia Met target 5

Sweden Met target 12

Switzerland Met target 19

Slovenia Met target 4

Spain Met target 18

Serbia Met target NA

Slovakia Met target 3

Russian Federation Met target NA

San Marino NA -

Republic of Moldova Moderate
progress* NA

Romania Met target NA

Poland Met target 4

Portugal Met target 10

Netherlands Met target 12

Norway Met target 18

Monaco Met target 13

Montenegro NA -

Luxembourg Met target 30

Malta Met target 13
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Progress towards the MDG targets

The WHO 
European Region 
did not meet the 

target

The WHO  
European Region 

met the target

44 countries in the European Region met the MDG drinking water target

34 countries in the WHO European Region met the MDG sanitation target
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