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Introduction

This snapshot presents findings from the
WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme
for Water Supply, Sanitation and Hygiene
(JMP) and the UN-Water Global Analysis
and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-
Wiater (GLAAS), implemented by WHO.

The JMP produces internationally
comparable estimates of progress on
drinking water, sanitation and hygiene
(WASH) and is responsible for global
monitoring of the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDQG) targets related to WASH. This
snapshot provides first regional estimates

of progress on sanitation and hygiene
in households in the African Union
(55 countries) between 2000 and 2022.

GLAAS monitors the strength of WASH
systems with a focus on governance,
monitoring, regulation, human resources
and finance and is a co-custodian of

SDG targets 6.a and 6.b on the means

of implementation. GLAAS collects data
directly from national governments and the
analysis for WASH systems shown in this
snapshot is for the Sub-Saharan Africa SDG
region from the GLAAS 2021/2022 cycle.



Achieving SDG targets for sanitation and hygiene in Africa will require a dramatic
acceleration in current rates of progress
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universal coverage (>99%) by 2030
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

KEY MESSAGES
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In Africa, 31% of the population used safely
managed sanitation and 28% used basic hygiene
in 2022.

Achieving universal coverage (>99%) by 2030

will require a 23x increase in rates of progress for
safely managed sanitation, a 13x increase for basic
sanitation and 3x increase for open defecation.

In urban areas, 2 out of 3 people lack safely
managed sanitation, and over half the population
lacks basic hygiene services.

In rural areas, 3 out of 4 people lack safely
managed sanitation, and 4 out of 5 lack basic
hygiene services.

Between 2000 and 2022, the population of Africa
has increased from 812 million to 1.43 billion.
375 million have gained access to at least basic
sanitation services and 36 million fewer people
practise open defecation.

But over 987 million people still lack safely
managed sanitation services, including 780 million
people lack even a basic sanitation service (with
193 million who still practise open defecation), and
1 billion still lack basic hygiene services.

Significant inequalities persist between and within
countries, including between urban and rural,
between sub-national regions and between the
richest and the poorest.
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Coverage of sanitation and hygiene services in Africa, 2015-2022 (%), and acceleration required to meet

At current rates of progress, no country in
Africa is on track to achieve universal access to
safely managed sanitation by 2030, 3 countries
are on track to achieve universal coverage of
basic sanitation services and 9 countries are on
track to eliminate open defecation by 2030.

Data availability is improving but large data
gaps remain. In 2022, estimates for safely
managed sanitation were available for 32
countries and estimates for basic hygiene
services were available for 36 countries.
While 13 countries had national estimates
for treatment of wastewater, no country had
estimates treatment of faecal sludge.

In order to achieve SDG 6.2 on sanitation and
hygiene in Sub-Saharan Africa, more must
be done to strengthen sanitation and hand
hygiene systems.

The majority of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa
lack sufficient human and financial resources
to implement sanitation policies and plans in
urban and rural areas.

Vulnerable populations and settings are

being left behind. While countries often have
policy measures in place to reach vulnerable
populations and settings, these measures are
often not monitored or supported financially.

NOILONAOYLNI

w



A 2000-2022

SANITATION AND HYGIENE IN AFRIC

S ON

PROGRES

Sanitation in households

7 out of 10 people in Africa lacked safely managed sanitation services in 2022
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FIGURE a Regional, urban and rural sanitation coverage, 2015-2022 (%)
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

32 countries in Africa had estimates for safely managed sanitation services in 2022

0-25
25-50
50-75
B 75-99
H >99
Insufficient data
M Not applicable

FIGURE e Proportion of population using safely managed sanitation services, 2022 (%)
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.



Only 3 out of 46 countries are currently on track
to achieve universal coverage of at least basic
sanitation services by 2030
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FIGURE a Progress towards universal access to at least
basic sanitation services (2000-2022) among
countries with <99% national coverage in 2022
Note: Does not include countries (1) that already had universal (>99%)
coverage in 2022, (2) with no estimates for rates of change, i.e. missing data for

at least one of the years, (3) with zero (at two decimal digits) or no trend, and (4)
with only one estimate

Source: WWHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

In most of the countries in Africa, the
progress is very slow to eliminate open
defecation by 2030

PROGRESS IS
TOO SLOW
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Progress towards eliminating open defecation
FIGURE
GU e (2000-2022) among countries with >1% in 2022

Note: Does not include countries (1) that already eliminated (<1%) open
defecation in 2022 (<1%), (2) with no estimates for rates of change, i.e. missing
data for at least one of the years, (3) with zero (at two decimal digits) or no trend,
(4) with only one estimate

Source: WWHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

193 million people in Africa still practised
open defecation in 2022

91
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FIGURE ﬂ

193 million
people in Africa
practise open

defecation

M Democratic Republic of the Congo
[ Chad
Rest of the Region

Countries in Africa with the largest
number of people practicing open
defecation in 2022

Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.
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There are significant disparities in practicing open defecation between and within countries
in Africa
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Population practising open defecation disaggregated by countries in the Africa and by urban-rural, sub-national
region and wealth quintiles within Niger (%)

Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

Progress in closing the gap in open defecation between the richest and poorest varies
across countries
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FIGURE e Changes in the gap in open defecation between richest and poorest, by country, 2000-2020 (%)
Note: Does not include countries (1) with no estimates for rates of change, i.e. missing data for at least one of the years, and (2) with zero

or no trend.
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.
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Hygiene in households

7 out of 10 people in Africa lacked basic hygiene services in 2022
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FIGURE a Regional, urban and rural hygiene ladders, 2015-2022 (%)
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

36 countries in Africa had estimates for basic hygiene services in 2022
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FIGURE m Proportion of population using basic hygiene services, 2022 (%)
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.



No country in Africa is currently on track to One billion people in Africa still lacked
achieve universal coverage of basic hygiene basic hygiene services in 2022
services by 2030
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There are large disparities in coverage of basic hygiene services between and within
countries in Africa
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FIGURE @ Population with basic hygiene services disaggregated by countries in the Africa and by urban-rural, sub-national
region and wealth quintiles within Zimbabwe (%)

Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.
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In Africa there are large disparities in access to basic hygiene services between and within
countries among different income groups
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Systems for sanitation and hand
hygiene in Sub-Saharan Africa

GOVERNANCE

A majority of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa have policies and plans in place or under
development for urban or rural sanitation, but they are not supported with sufficient human

and financial resources.

FIGURE G

Number of countries that
reported formally approved
policies supported by
resourced plans for urban
sanitation in the Sub-Saharan
Africa SDG region (n=43)

Source: GLAAS 2021/2022
country survey.
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Very few Sub-Saharan African countries have regulatory authorities that fully publish publicly
accessible reports on wastewater and sludge volumes or septic tank and latrine emptying.

FIGURE G

Percentage of countries with
regulatory authorities that
publish publicly accessible
reports on sanitation in urban
and rural areas in the Sub-
Saharan Africa SDG region

Source: GLAAS 2021/2022
country survey.
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HUMAN RESOURCES

A majority of countries in Sub-Saharan Africa lack sufficient human resources to carry out
sanitation activities.

Overall sufficiency 58 33 ‘
Fcure €
Policy development and planning 56 26

Percentage of countries Monitoring and evaluation 67 16 4B
in the Sub-Saharan Africa i

. . . Regulation
SDG region with sufficient 9 65 21

Management of the design and

human resources tplcarry construction of facilities and/or networks i 33 ‘
?Utjg)mtatlon activities Community mobilization 56 26 _
n=

Operations and maintenance 63 21 -

Source: GLAAS 2021/2022

country survey. 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100
Less than 50% Between 50% and 74% M Between 75% and 94% W Between 95% and 100%
of what is needed of what is needed of what is needed of what is needed

EQUITY

While a majority of countries reported having specific measures in policies and plans to
extend sanitation and hygiene services to remote or hard to reach areas, these measures are
often not monitored or supported financially.

Governance Monitoring Finance
.. Progress in extending Specfic measures in the
Number  Policies and plans have service provision financing plan to target
World Bank specific measures to . : :
. of o e s to populations in hard resources to populations
income group countries (el t[:) iach i to reach areas is tracked in hard to reach areas are
and reported consistently applied
All responding countries 43 79% 65% 23%
Low income 21 71% 71% 10%
Sanitation } i
Lowermiddle income 16 88% 69% 31%
Uppermiddle income 5] 100% 40% 60%
All responding countries 42 74% 57% 26%
. Low income 21 67% 57% 19%
Hygiene ) )
Lowermiddle income 15 80% 60% 40%
Uppermiddle income B 100% 60% 20%

FIGURE @ Measures to extend sanitation and hygiene services to populations in hard to reach areas in Sub-Saharan Africa

Note: Percentages reflect percent of total country respondents.
Source: GLAAS 2021/2022 country survey.

FINANCE Repayable finance
Households, through tariffs and out-
of-pocket expenses, contributed to
nearly 70% of overall WASH spending
in 14 Sub-Saharan African countries.’

FIGURE @

Sources of funding for WASH in the Sub-Saharan
Africa SDG region (n=14)
1 Fourteen countries in the Sub-Saharan SDG region were able to provide

WASH expenditure data from all sources: households, government,
external support and repayable finance

External sources

Government

Households

Source: GLAAS 2021/2022 country survey.
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Data tables

Regional estimates for sanitation services in households in Africa
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Regional estimates for hygiene services in households in Africa

RURAL URBAN TOTAL
COUNTRY, AREA
ORTERRITORY
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E 2015 139997 42 14 47 - 34 38 - - 43 22 43 - -
[GI Central Africa
> 2022 173378 46 14 48 - 32 40 - 0,09 45 23 45 - -0,19
I
2015 345436 26 16 45 - 31 44 - - 45 20 45 - -
Eastern Africa
2022 415976 30 16 54 - 31 54 - 0,00 54 21 54 - 0,01
2015 194135 55 79 15 - 88 7 - - 10 84 10 - -
Northern Africa
2022 217832 56 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 166 030 49 18 45 - 42 32 - - 39 29 39 - -
Southern Africa
2022 193901 52 - - - - - - - - - - - -
2015 354 332 44 18 40 - 35 31 - - 36 25 36 - -
Western Africa
2022 424 343 49 19 38 - 35 30 - 0,13 34 27 34 - 0,07
2015 1199930 41 24 40 - 47 29 - - 36 33 36 - -
AFRICAN UNION
2022 1425431 44 19 49 - 40 36 - -0,76 43 28 43 - -0,98

-" = no estimate. For unrounded estimates, see www.washdata.org.
Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

Data coverage for sanitation and hygiene services in households in Africa

% of population SANITATION HYGIENE

(number of countries,

areas and territories X

Z:\tl:ri(:‘dzl()); zavailable) degz;r::on At least basic mif:;i d disﬁsztseérl in Emtr::::::nd W::;g:\;zter Basic

WORLD (234) 96% (198) 98% (206) 86% (13b) 85% (137) 1% () 59% (110) 69% (84)

Rural 97% (156) 98% (161) 80% (89) 84% (89) 0% (1) 9% (4) 82% (82)

Urban 94% (172) 94% (172) 81% (116) 83% (118) 24% (2) 44% (24) 59% (80)

AFRICAN UNION (55) 96% (48) 96% (48) 83% (32) 82% (32) 0% (0) 84% (13) 78% (36)

Rural 95% (46) 95% (46) 84% (32) 83% (32) 0% (0) 70% (2) 78% (34)

Urban 95% (47) 95% (47) 82% (31) 80% (31) 0% (0) 38% (3) 70% (34)
>50% coverage 0-49% coverage

Notes:

1. Proportion of the relevant population for which data are available.
2. Cases where the population coverage is less than 50% are highlighted in yellow.

Source: WHO/UNICEF JMP 2023.

For more information visit washdata.org and glaas.who.int
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